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    Evaluating Resources Guide

    
      As part of curriculum planning, it is important to carefully evaluate resources that include Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander perspectives and content. Using inappropriate resources can risk perpetuating negative stereotypes and misinformation about Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples. 


Resources include books, films, articles, news media, journals, images, maps, websites, posters, objects, provocations, source materials, etc. 


This is a guide only. Speak to local Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people or organisations if you are unsure if a resource is appropriate. Always reference your sources.  


    

  




        



  
          
        
          
    
        The Guide

        Expand All
    

            This Evaluating Resources Guide can be used alongside the Evaluating Resources Professional Learning. 
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                    Your cultural identity, life experiences and the lens you view the world through influence the way you teach and share knowledge. Consider these self-reflective questions to help you understand your positionality and ensure you use these resources with integrity: 


	Why am I using this resource? 
	How will this resource support and add value to the content I am teaching?
	How does my own cultural identity and experiences affect the way I use the resource?



                

            
	
                
                    Production

                    
                        

    
        
        
    
                    

                

                
                    	
			When was the resource produced? 

					
			Avoid using publications that present an outdated view of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. While there are always exceptions, it is best to use more recent resources.

			
	
			        


			

				
			

				
	
			Was the resource produced by, or developed in collaboration or consultation with Aboriginal people and Torres Strait Islander people?

					
			Use resources that are either produced by or developed in collaboration or consultation with Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. Use resources by several First Nations authors for a range of perspectives.

			
	
			     


			  

				
			

				
	
			Was the resource produced by Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander people from the Country you are on?

					
			It’s important to include knowledge that is relevant to the local community whenever possible.

			
	
			    

				
			

				
	
			Are you designing or adapting resources for your context? 

					
			Always consult with your local Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community.

			
	
			

				
			


			  

				
	
			Are you engaging Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander people to facilitate content or provide a service for your class or resource? 

				   	
			You must offer to pay for their time and expertise.
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			Does the resource use appropriate language and terminology?

				  	
			Inappropriate language and terminology can warn you that attitudes are likely to be problematic, or students may take a negative meaning from the material, regardless of what the author and you intended. Teachers and students should be encouraged to critically analyse inappropriate terminology (here is a guide to appropriate terminology).

			
	   		
	
			Do the resources show the diversity and complexity of Aboriginal people and Torres Strait Islander people and cultures?

					
			Resources should present the diverse viewpoints of First Nations people. Use resources that showcase diverse representations of identities, gender roles, experiences and aspirations.

			
	   		
	 Does the resource reflect a contemporary view of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people and cultures?		Avoid using resources that present static representations of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people which reinforce the concept of terra nullius (land belonging to nobody) and exclude prior occupancy.
	   		
	Are illustrations and photographs positive and accurate portrayals of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people.		Illustrations and photographs should show dynamic and contemporary representations of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people (unless used as examples of racist and stereotyped reports, which should be done with caution and sensitivity).
	    		
	
			Are photographs accompanied by captions which name the Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander person, or group, and indicate where they come from?

					
			Some photographs, particularly older images, don’t dignify the person or group with a name and location. Make students aware of protocols when identifying people and groups and avoid using images where people are unnamed. Always consider context in the image's production, subject matter and permission for use. If photographs are of local people or groups, local community members may be able to help with identification. In some areas it is not appropriate to use the name or photograph of a deceased person. When developing resources that include photographs, it’s important to provide context for viewers to avoid misinterpretation. Consult with the local community.

			
	   		
	
			Does the resource include culturally sensitive or sacred information that may be inappropriate to share?                                                    

					
			Resources should include a warning when sharing the names or images of deceased Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. Do not use content about specific sacred men’s or women’s business. Do not use information that you are not permitted to share.

			
	   		
	
			Is the resource age and stage appropriate?

					
			Make sure the content and imagery included in the resources are appropriate for the level of your students.

			
	   		
	
			Does the resource contain potentially sensitive or distressing content for First Nations students in your class?

					
			Distressing information can include racist, static and stereotyped portrayals of First Nations peoples and depictions of violence against First Nations peoples. If it is necessary to share distressing content, include trigger warnings and always support First Nations students prior, during and after the lesson.
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                    Examples of Narragunnawali professional learning, guides, and RAP Actions to assist when evaluating resources:





Guide


Terminology Guide


RAP Actions


Curriculum Planning


Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander People in the Classroom


Cultural Competence for Staff


Elders and Traditional Owners Share Histories and Cultures


Professional Learning


Cultural Safety and Respect in the Classroom


Cultural Competence Continuum


Reflecting On Our Cultural Identities


Racism in the Media


Bringing Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Perspectives into the Classroom: No Excuses


                

            




              
        
          
  

This resource has been developed and reviewed using QCAA – Selecting and Evaluating Resources,  Queensland Museum – Evaluating Resources and AIATSIS Guide to evaluating and selecting education resources.


For a more in-depth guide see the AIATSIS Guide to evaluating and selecting education resources.




                    





    
        
            
                	
                        
                            [image: Reconciliation Australia]
                        
                    
	
                        
                            [image: bhpbilliton]
                        

                    
	
                        Copyright
                    
	
                        Accessibility
                    
	
                        Contact us
                    
	
                        Terms/Privacy
                    
	
                        About
                    


                	Connect with us
	
	


            

        

        
            Narragunnawali: Reconciliation in Education acknowledges and pays respect to the past, present and future Traditional Custodians 

and Elders of this nation and the continuation of cultural, spiritual and educational practices of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.
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        SUBSCRIBE NOW

        
					Subscribe to the Narragunnawali mailing list for news, updates and events.
        

        


        
            
            

            
        


    

    













