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Resource Guide 

The Arts—Dance 
The information and resources contained in this guide provide a platform for teachers and 
educators to consider how to effectively embed important ideas around reconciliation, and 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories, cultures and contributions, within the specific 
subject/learning area of The Arts- Dance. Please note that this guide is neither prescriptive nor 
exhaustive, and that teaching staff are encouraged to consult with their local Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander community in engaging with the material contained in the guide. 
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Background and Introduction to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Dance 

“The dancing grounds are where we connect with our Ancestors, where our heritage, 

language and identity are passed on.” — Phillemon Mosby, Torres Strait Island Regional 

Councillor.  

It is important to appreciate that, while this guide predominantly focuses on Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples, perspectives and dance conventions since European 
colonisation, dance has been an integral part of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures 
for thousands of years, and continues to play an active and important part in cultural life to this 
day.  

It is also worth pointing out that, while the subject/learning Areas of The Arts— and the guides 
that Reconciliation Australia’s Narragunnawali team have built around these— have been 
separated into distinct Dance, Drama, Music, Media and Visual Arts categories, traditional 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander dance is ultimately based on a strong and simultaneous 
use of cross-arts frameworks and features such as song, drama and storytelling. 

Traditional Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander dance has often taken the form of a 
corroboree— a ceremonial amalgamation of dance, song and visual symbols or stimuli to 
provide a representation of, and to pass on information about, the Dreaming. Corroboree 
dancers often use subtle yet stylised symbolic movement to support the telling of stories, 
including those carried through Songlines—traditional musical narratives which serve as an 
Aboriginal ‘voice map’ of Country, conveying important journeys made during the Dreaming. In 
this way, and akin to traditional belief systems, dance customs have tended to embrace an 
intricate human, geographic and spiritual interrelationship. 

It is important to point out that there can be great diversity in the forms or features of a 
traditional corroboree. ‘Corroboree’ is a very generic word that was in fact coined by Europeans 
in an attempt to imitate a term from just one Aboriginal language of NSW. There is indeed no 
single corroboree structure, style or story with a number of different corroborees existing both 
between and within distinct Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander linguistic-cultural groups. For 
example, Miriwoong/Ngaliwurru man, Chris Griffiths, effectively describes the diversity of dance-
song styles in the East Kimberley region alone:  

“There are lots of different kinds of song and dance cycles… joonba, moonga-moonga, 
balga, janba, marndiwa, wangga and lirrga. Each style has different rhythms, different 
body paint, different songs, different artefacts, different instruments and different dances. 
These are the things that special people are given in their dreams. They’re also inspired 
by the Ngarranggarni (Dreaming), and the knowledge of the old people. It’s part of our 
tradition, and we’re holding on to it today.”1   

Questions of custodianship, authority and authenticity are important to consider when it comes 
to the teaching and practice of traditional Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander dance. It is also 
important to appreciate distinct protocols around participation in, or attendance at, a 

                                                
1 Griffiths, Chris (2016) ‘Sharing one cup,’ UN Magazine, Issue 10.1, http://www.unprojects.org.au/magazine/issues/issue-10-1/sharing-one-cup/ 

 

http://www.unprojects.org.au/magazine/issues/issue-10-1/sharing-one-cup/
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corroboree—these can depend on whether or not a particular corroboree is more public and 
informal, or indeed more sacred and ritualised in nature, and on whether or not there are any 
culturally informed age or gender restrictions surrounding the corroboree event. For these 
reasons, it is integral to consult with your local Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community 
when considering engaging with events and/or wider learning experiences pertaining to 
corroborees. 

Acknowledging the historical and continued significance of traditional Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander dance is a pivotal precursor to researching and reflecting on how Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples, perspectives and dance conventions have entered into, or have 
been represented in, more contemporary ‘Western’ dance domains. The following pages of this 
guide will provide a platform for Dance teachers and educators to effectively engage with the 
latter in particular. 
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Timeline of Key Dates in the Contemporary History of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Dance 

 
This timeline chronologically lists some of the key dates in the more recent history of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Dance and/or with regard to the relationship between dance and 
reconciliation more generally. 
 

 60,000+ years ago: 
-    Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander communities across Australia have maintained longstanding   

conventions and conceptualisations pertaining to dance for tens of thousands of years. 
 

 1975: 
- Careers in Dance, a full-time dance training course for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

students initiated by the Aboriginal Arts Board. 
 

 1976: 
- AIDT set up as an ongoing performing group. 
 

 1977:  
- AIDT’s first international tour, with Wayne Nicol, Michael Leslie, Richard Talonga, Lillian Cromble 

and guest artist Roslyn Watson participating in the African and Black World Festival of Arts and 
Culture in Nigeria. 

 

 1988: 
- AIDT became a professional performing group. 
- National Aboriginal and Islander Skills Development Association (NAISDA) developed in 

response to the desire by Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people for training as professional 
dancers.  

 

 1989: 
- Bangarra Dance theatre established as an offshoot of NAISDA. 
 

 1991: 
- AIDT launched as a company.  

 

 2000: 
- Nunukul Watamaa Aboriginal dance troupe was selected to perform at the opening of the 2000 

Sydney Olympic Games. 
 

 2005: 
- Creative Pathways National Indigenous Dance Forum held at the National Museum of Australia, 

Canberra.  
 

 2009: 
- Bangarra’s production, Mathinna, won Best Ballet or Dance Work, Best Choreography in a Dance 

or Physical Theatre Production and Best Original Score at the Helpmann Awards. 
 

 2013: 
- Wiradjuri woman Ella Havelka becomes the first Aboriginal dancer to join the 50-year-old 

Australian Ballet. ‘ELLA,’ a documentary by Ronin Films was later released, in 2016, to explore 
the Ella Havelka’s “intimate and inspirational journey.”  

https://www.roninfilms.com.au/feature/13859/ella.html
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Contemporary Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Dances 

The table below lists a number of contemporary dance performances featuring Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander themes, or themes relating to reconciliation. The list focuses on examples 
which have published recordings or learning/teaching resources built around them, meaning 
that teachers may be able to usefully draw upon these materials in the classroom context.   

Year of 

Performance 

 

Name of Dance Choreographer(s) Synopsis 

2006 Gathering 

  

(comprised of 

reworked Rites 

and 

Amalgamate) 

Stephen Page A collaborative double bill between Bangarra 

Dance Theatre and the Australian Ballet, 

cleverly combining the beauty of ballet and 

the intense spirituality of Aboriginal culture. 

 

2008  

 

 

Mathinna Stephen Page Based on the true story of a young 

Tasmanian Aboriginal girl named Mathinna, 

this performance illustrates some of the key 

political, cultural and social interactions that 

occurred at the time of colonisation. It 

focuses on the disruptions that occurred as 

colonial powers relocated Aboriginal people 

from their homelands and intervened in their 

cultural practices by imposing modern 

European values and systems into their lives 

and lifestyles. 

2009 

 

Reconcile Bernadette 

Walong;  

Nikki Smith 

 

Marking the 2009 International Year of 

Reconciliation, this dance performance 

explored and expressed the concept of 

reconciliation, including definitions such as 

‘settlement,’ ‘squaring off,’ ‘resolution,’ 

‘compromise,’ ‘cease fire,’ ‘reunion,’ ‘bringing 

together,’ ‘appeasement,’ ‘recognition,’ 

‘acknowledgement of imbalance,’ ‘resolution’ 

and ‘recognition and acceptance of 

difference.’   

2011 About 

(see also  

Elma Kris 

 

Recognising that the four seasons in the 

Torres Strait Islands relate directly to the 

type and direction of the winds, this is a 

http://splash.abc.net.au/home#!/media/1643981/gathering-dance-forces
http://bangarra.com.au/performance/rites
http://collections.artscentremelbourne.com.au/paminter/imu.php?request=browse&irn=2979
http://bangarra.com.au/people/executives/stephen-page
http://bangarra.com.au/education-resources/mathinna
http://bangarra.com.au/people/executives/stephen-page
http://www.tasdance.com.au/reconcile/
http://www.tasdancearchive.com.au/walong-bernadette/
http://www.tasdancearchive.com.au/walong-bernadette/
http://www.tasdancearchive.com.au/smith-nikki/
http://splash.abc.net.au/home#!/media/1795081/dancing-the-torres-strait-winds-to-life-zey
http://bangarra.com.au/people/dancers/elma-kris
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dance that expresses the effects of the 

winds on the land, sea and community. 

2011 ID Stephen Page Based on personal observations of people 

tracing their bloodlines and reconnecting 

with traditional culture, this performance 

asks important questions about identity and 

reconnection with one’s heritage. 

2012 Artefact Frances Rings A powerful dance theatre performance which 

works to breathe life back into Aboriginal 

objects that represent the continuum of 

practices that date back thousands of years. 

Within the performance, each artefact is 

respected for the story it tells in reconnecting 

people with their traditional culture and 

heritage.  

2012 Terrain Frances Rings Set in the Lake Eyre area of Australia, this 

performance explores the fundamental 

connection between people and the land, 

capturing Aboriginal conceptualisations 

around how the land is treated, how its spirit 

is understood, and how its future is 

regarded.  

2013 Blak Stephen Page; 

Daniel Riley 

An edgy three-part story which draws on the 

artists’ urban perspectives to expose a 

yearning for spiritual connection. 

2015 

 

Long Grass Vicki van Hout A performance which encourages audiences 

to appreciate the diverse circumstances 

around Darwin’s Aboriginal homeless 

population, or ‘Long Grassers,’ rather than 

simply looking upon these people with 

derision or scorn, walking past them, or 

simply ignoring them. 

http://splash.abc.net.au/home#!/media/1607427/undefined
http://bangarra.com.au/people/executives/stephen-page
http://splash.abc.net.au/home#!/media/1606093/undefined
http://ideasondesign.net/speakers/speakers/frances-rings/
http://bangarra.com.au/education-resources/terrain
http://ideasondesign.net/speakers/speakers/frances-rings/
http://splash.abc.net.au/home#!/digibook/1599782/communicating-through-dance
http://bangarra.com.au/people/executives/stephen-page
http://bangarra.com.au/people/dancers/daniel-riley
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pZeuJ3uOrhA
http://dancemassive.com.au/artist/vicki-van-hout/
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Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Dancers and Choreographers 

The list below provides the names of a number of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander dancers 
and/or choreographers. You may be interested in doing some further research into these 
dancers’ cultural-linguistic heritage to see if you can identify any that come from your local 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander community.  
 

Albert David Mariaa Randall 

Beau Dean Riley Smith Marilyn Miller 

Bernadette Walong Matthew Doyle 

Cedric Waia Michael Warusam 

Cheryl Pitt Monica Stevens 

Daniel Riley Nicola Sabatino 

Deborah Brown Nikki Smith 

Deon Hastie Percy Jackonia 

Djakapurra Munyarryun Raymond Blanco 

Dorothea Randall Rika Hamaguchi 

Dujon Niue (‘Dennis Newie’) Rikki Mason 

Elma Kris Rosalyn Watson 

Frances Rings Sani Townson 

Gary Lang Stephen Page 

Gina Rings Tara Gower 

Glory Tuoy-Daniel Tara Robertson 

Guypunura (Janet) Munyarryun Tammi Gissell 

Jasmin Sheppard Tyrel Dulvarie 

Jacob Boehme Vicki van Hout 

Jason Pitt Waangenga Blanco 

Kaine Sultan-Babij Yolande Brown 

Leonard Mickelo  Yolanda Lowatta 

Luke Currie-Richardson  

 

Yapuma (Larry) Gurruwiwi 

 

You may also wish to use the ‘Contributors’ filter within the AusStage search tool to research a 
number of other Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander dancers and choreographers. 

http://descendance.com.au/albert-david/
https://vimeo.com/mariaarandall
http://bangarra.com.au/people/dancers/beau-dean-riley-smith
http://www.abc.net.au/tv/messagestick/stories/s3045479.htm
http://www.ausstage.edu.au/pages/contributor/3441
http://www.curriculumsupport.education.nsw.gov.au/secondary/creativearts/assets/music/composers_reveal/matthew_doyle/intro.html
https://trove.nla.gov.au/people/560430
https://trove.nla.gov.au/people/560430
https://www.ausstage.edu.au/pages/contributor/473280
http://www.ausstage.edu.au/pages/contributor/233812
http://bangarra.com.au/people/dancers/daniel-riley
http://bangarra.com.au/people/dancers/nicola-sabatino
http://www.tasdancearchive.com.au/smith-nikki/
http://www.ausstage.edu.au/pages/contributor/243983
http://www.smh.com.au/comment/obituaries/setting-the-stage-for-bangarra-20121121-29q0q.html
http://trove.nla.gov.au/people/676056
https://www.ausstage.edu.au/pages/contributor/1167
http://tracksdance.com.au/dorathea-randall-indigenous-residency
http://bangarra.com.au/people/dancers/rika-hamaguchi
http://trove.nla.gov.au/work/12640786?q&versionId=24596691
http://bangarra.com.au/people/dancers/rikki-mason
http://bangarra.com.au/people/dancers/elma-kris
http://trove.nla.gov.au/people/724057?c=people
http://ideasondesign.net/speakers/speakers/frances-rings/
http://www.sbs.com.au/nitv/article/2016/06/02/dont-limit-yourself-life-advice-sani-ray-townson-choreographer-express-yourself
http://www.garylangntdance.org/who-we-are.html
http://bangarra.com.au/people/executives/stephen-page
http://www.ausstage.edu.au/pages/contributor/251425
http://bangarra.com.au/people/dancers/tara-gower
http://bangarra.com.au/people/dancers/glory-tuohy-daniell
http://bangarra.com.au/people/dancers/tara-robertson
http://www.ausstage.edu.au/pages/contributor/252666
http://www.tammigissellperformancetheory.com/about.html
http://bangarra.com.au/people/dancers/jasmin-sheppard
http://bangarra.com.au/people/dancers/tyrel-dulvarie
http://www.jacobboehme.com.au/
http://www.realtimearts.net/feature/Contributor_Profiles/11754
http://www.ausstage.edu.au/pages/contributor/1785
http://bangarra.com.au/people/dancers/waangenga-blanco
http://bangarra.com.au/people/dancers/kaine-sultan-babij
http://bangarra.com.au/people/dancers/yolande-brown
http://bangarra.com.au/people/dancers/leonard-mickelo
http://bangarra.com.au/people/dancers/yolanda-lowatta
http://bangarra.com.au/people/dancers/luke-currie-richardson
http://www.ausstage.edu.au/pages/contributor/473310
http://www.ausstage.edu.au/pages/search/
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Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Dance Companies/Institutions 

The following list includes several Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Dance companies or 
wider Performing Arts institutions that are either active today, or have played an active role in 
the history of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander dance in Australia. While music, drama and 
visual arts are often important features of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander dance, please 
see The Arts—Music, The Arts— Drama and The Arts—Visual Arts resource guides for more 
music, drama or visual arts-specific organisational lists. On a related note, you may find that, in 
your local area, it is actually your local Art Centre2, Language3/Culture Centre, or another 
community organisation that acts as the main host for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
dance events. 
 

 Aboriginal Centre for the Performing Arts 

 

 Aboriginal Dance Theatre Redfern 

 

 Aboriginal Islander Dance Theatre  

 

 Bangarra Dance Theatre 

 

 Biddigal Performing Arts 

 

 BlakDance 

 

 Descendance 

 

 Doonooch Dance Company 

 

 DUBAIKUNGKAMIYALK 

 

 Gary Lang NT Dance Company 

 

 IDJA Dance Theatre 

 

 Jagera Jarjum Aboriginal Dance Group 

 

 Jannawi Dance Theatre 

 

 Jaran Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Dance Company 

 

 Keriba Mabaigal Women’s Dance Company 

 

 Koomurri 

                                                
2 For a list of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Art Centres, please see The Visual Arts resource guide.  
3 For a list of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Language Centres, please see the Languages resource guide.  

http://acpa.net.au/about
http://www.sydneybarani.com.au/sites/aboriginal-dance-theatre-redfern/
http://www.sydneybarani.com.au/sites/aboriginal-islander-dance-theatre/
http://bangarra.com.au/
http://biddigal.com/
http://www.blakdance.org.au/
http://descendance.com.au/
http://doonooch.com/index.html
http://www.dubaikungkamiyalk.com.au/about/
http://www.garylangntdance.org/
http://directory.business.vic.gov.au/aboriginal/listings/idja-dance-theatre#.V9sg4Pl97IU
http://www.austlit.edu.au/austlit/page/A82467
http://www.sydneyoperahouse.com/videos/3690890401001-Message-Sticks-Dancestry-Jannawi-Dance-Theatre
http://jarandancers.com.au/
http://www.sibw.com.au/keriba-mabaigal-womens-dance-company/
http://www.koomurri.com/
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 Kurruru Youth Performing Arts 

 

 Malu Kiai Mura Baui Company 

 

 Marrugeku  

 

 NAISDA Dance College 

 

 Ngadju Dance Group 

 

 Nunukul Yuggera Aboriginal Troupe 

 

 Ochre Contemporary Dance Company 

 

 Tjapukai Dance Theatre 

 

 Wadumbah Indigenous Dance  

 

 Wagga Dance Company 

 

You may also wish to use the ‘Organisations’ filter within the AusStage search tool to locate and 

read about a range of other Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander dance companies or 

institutions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.kurruru.org.au/
http://www.sibw.com.au/malu-kiai-mura-baui-company/
http://www.marrugeku.com.au/
http://www.naisda.com.au/
http://ngadjudancers.com.au/
http://www.sibw.com.au/nunukul-yuggera-aboriginal-troupe/
http://www.ochredance.org.au/the_company/ochres_philosophy/
http://www.tjapukai.com.au/tjapukai-dance-theatre
http://www.wadumbah.com.au/home
http://www.sibw.com.au/wagga-torres-strait-islander-dance-company/
http://www.ausstage.edu.au/pages/search/


 

Page | 10 

Celebratory Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Dance Events 

The list below features examples of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander dance festivals or 
celebratory events.   
 

 AIME’s Got Game 

 

 Dance Rites, national Indigenous dance competition 

 

 Laura Aboriginal Dance Festival 

 
For more information about Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander festivals/celebrations 
pertaining to The Arts more broadly, you may also like to visit:  
 

- http://www.australia.com/en/search.html?q=aboriginal+events 

 

- http://www.australiacouncil.gov.au/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-arts/ 

 

- http://www.australiacouncil.gov.au/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-arts/national-

indigenous-arts-awards/ 

 
- http://www.tourism.australia.com/aboriginal/festivals-and-events.aspx 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://aimesgotgame.com/about/
https://www.sydneyoperahouse.com/general/enter-dance-rites-2017.html
http://www.indigenous.gov.au/news-and-media/event/laura-aboriginal-dance-festival
http://www.australia.com/en/search.html?q=aboriginal+events
http://www.australiacouncil.gov.au/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-arts/
http://www.australiacouncil.gov.au/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-arts/national-indigenous-arts-awards/
http://www.australiacouncil.gov.au/aboriginal-and-torres-strait-islander-arts/national-indigenous-arts-awards/
http://www.tourism.australia.com/aboriginal/festivals-and-events.aspx
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Other Online Guides/Reference Materials 

 

- ABC Splash (2016) Communicating through Dance, 

http://splash.abc.net.au/home/#!/digibook/1599782/communicating-through-dance 

 
- Australian Council for the Arts (2007) Protocols for producing Indigenous Australian 

performing arts (2nd edition), 

http://www.australiacouncil.gov.au/symphony/extension/richtext_redactor/getfile/?name=

42f208904890560b1eb1194724637ee6.pdf 

 
- Bangarra Dance Theatre (2009) Education Kit, 

http://www.merrigong.com.au/media/files/flyers/Fire-education-kit.pdf 

 

- Bangarra Dance Theatre Australia and Educational Services Australia Ltd (2013) 

Education Resources, http://bangarra.com.au/education-resources 

 
- Bangarra Dance Theatre (2015) OCHRES Teachers’ Resource for secondary, 

http://bangarra.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/Ochres-Teachers-Notes-Secondary-

sm.pdf 

 
- Bangarra Dance Theatre (2016) Our Land People Stories Teachers Notes, 

http://bangarra.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/OUR-land-people-stories-Teachers-

Notes-14-06-16.pdf 

 

- Blackfella Films (2008) The Black Book Directory, 

http://www.theblackbook.org.au/directory.asp 

 

- Blackfella Films (2008) The Black Book Library, 

http://www.theblackbook.org.au/library.asp 

 

- Move It Mob Style (2017) Class Activities, http://www.moveitmobstyle.com.au/activities/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://splash.abc.net.au/home/#!/digibook/1599782/communicating-through-dance
http://www.australiacouncil.gov.au/symphony/extension/richtext_redactor/getfile/?name=42f208904890560b1eb1194724637ee6.pdf
http://www.australiacouncil.gov.au/symphony/extension/richtext_redactor/getfile/?name=42f208904890560b1eb1194724637ee6.pdf
http://www.merrigong.com.au/media/files/flyers/Fire-education-kit.pdf
http://bangarra.com.au/education-resources
http://bangarra.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/Ochres-Teachers-Notes-Secondary-sm.pdf
http://bangarra.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2011/10/Ochres-Teachers-Notes-Secondary-sm.pdf
http://bangarra.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/OUR-land-people-stories-Teachers-Notes-14-06-16.pdf
http://bangarra.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2016/06/OUR-land-people-stories-Teachers-Notes-14-06-16.pdf
http://www.theblackbook.org.au/directory.asp
http://www.theblackbook.org.au/library.asp
http://www.moveitmobstyle.com.au/activities/
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Reflective Questions for Dance Staff and Students 

 

 How have Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories and cultures influenced 

Australian dance, and what active role do these histories and cultures play today? 

 

 Research and describe some of the similarities and differences between the dance 

traditions of two or more distinct Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander linguistic-cultural 

groups. What do the similarities suggest about some of the shared elements of 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories and cultures? What do the differences 

suggest about the diversity of Australia’s Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories 

and cultures? 

 

 What are some of the similarities and differences between non-Indigenous and 

Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander dance conventions? What are some of the ways in 

which these conventions have or can work together in interesting and important ways?  

 

 Can Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, perspectives and dance performance 

styles be adequately or appropriately represented by non-Indigenous Australians? 

 

 How might questions of ownership, authority and authenticity be important when 

considering the adoption or adaptation of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander dance 

conventions in the ‘Western’ theatre? 

 

 Choose to research an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander dancer or choreographer. 

What is the importance of his or her contributions to dance arts, either at the local or 

(inter)national scale?  

 

 What is the relationship between Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander dance and music, 

media, dramatic and/or visual arts? Why are these relationships important? How are they 

similar or different to non-Indigenous cross-arts collaboration, either in style or in 

purpose?  

 

 Where possible, organise an excursion to a public Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 

dance performance—whether an on-stage performance, or a public corroboree event 

hosted by your local Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander Art Centre, Language/Culture 

Centre, or another community organisation. What messages did you receive from this 

performance, and how did it make you feel? How was it similar or different to non-

Indigenous performances that you have attended?    

 

 How might your school or early learning service contribute to the celebration of Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander dance?  

 

 How can embedding Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander cultures and histories into the 

study and practice of Dance help to foster reconciliation? 


