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Narragunnawali update
This special print edition of Narragunnawali News has 
been designed to prepare schools and early learning 
services for a very important week of the year, National 
Reconciliation Week (NRW). 

NRW is held every year between 27 May to 3 June  
and is a time for all Australians to learn about, and 
celebrate, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories, 
cultures and contributions, the progress made in 
Australia’s reconciliation journey so far, and how each 
of us can contribute to the national reconciliation effort, 
moving forward. 

The theme for #NRW2018 is Don’t Keep History a 
Mystery. This year, we invite Australians to Learn, 
Share, and Grow – by exploring our past, learning more 
about Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories and 
cultures, and developing a deeper understanding of our 
national story.

Narragunnawali: Reconciliation in Schools and 
Early Learning acknowledges and pays respect to 
the past, present and future Traditional Custodians 
and Elders of this nation and the continuation of 
cultural, spiritual and educational practices of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

Ancestors have walked this country and we 
acknowledge their special and unique contribution to 
our shared histories, cultures and languages.

We recognise the collective contribution of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples and other Australians 
in educating all people across this country.

In keeping with this year’s NRW theme, this edition 
of Narragunnawali News focuses on the importance 
of historical acceptance – one of the five integral and 
interrelated dimensions of reconciliation in Australia. 
The stories and resources shared within this newsletter, 
including the #NRW2018 poster, provide opportunities 
and ideas for engaging with local and national 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories as part of 
your NRW learnings and celebrations. 

To further your commitment to ‘de-mystifying history,’ 
and to bringing reconciliation to life in your school or 
early learning service, we welcome you to join the 
Narragunnawali online platform, where schools and 
early learning services can develop Reconciliation 
Action Plans (RAPs), and teachers and educators can 
access professional learning and curriculum resources 
to support the implementation of reconciliation initiatives 
during #NRW2018 and throughout the entire year. 

Visit reconciliation.org.au/narragunnawali



#NRW2018: Don’t Keep History a Mystery
National Reconciliation Week is bookended by two 
important dates — the anniversary of the 1967 
referendum on 27 May, and the anniversary of the 
historic High Court Mabo judgement on 3 June.

• 27 May 1967 – On this day, Australia’s most 
successful referendum saw more than 90 per cent of 
Australians vote to give the Australian Government 
power to make laws for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people and recognise them in the Census.

• 3 June 1992 – On this day, the Australian High Court 
delivered the Mabo decision, the culmination of Eddie 
Koiki Mabo’s challenge to the legal fiction of ‘terra 
nullius’ (land belonging to no one) and leading to the 
legal recognition of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples as the Traditional Owners and Custodians of 
lands. This decision paved the way for Native Title. 

wrongs. It is only through honestly and holistically 
acknowledging the past that Australia can properly 
make amends for past wrongs and ensure that they are 
never repeated into the future. 

We encourage you to use the NRW poster as a 
stimulus for inspiring further research, reflection and 
discussion around Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
histories of local and national significance to Australia’s 
reconciliation journey.

For further resources regarding the relationship between 
historical acceptance and reconciliation see:

• The State of Reconciliation in Australia 2016 report  
(in summary or in full) and accompanying  
Discussion Guide

• Narragunnawali’s History resource guide (you might 
also like to consider the historical context of all 
subject/learning areas by accessing the full, cross-
curricula suite of Narragunnawali resource guides)

• The NRW 2018 Teaching and Learning ResourcesDid you know that Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples are among the world’s oldest 
and continually active and adaptive designers 
and innovators?

Did you know that, as well as having fought 
against British colonists for 150 years in what 
is known as the Frontier Wars, Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander people have continued to 
fight for their Country in all international military 
efforts since Federation?

Did you know that the first Australian sporting 
team to tour internationally was made up of  
13 Aboriginal cricketers? 

This year during National Reconciliation Week, 
Reconciliation Australia invites all Australians to 
learn more about Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
cultures and histories, to share that knowledge and 
help us grow as a nation.

National Reconciliation Week (NRW) is a time in which we can reflect  
on our reconciliation journey as a nation. Each year NRW is held from  
27 May - 3 June. During the week, thousands of events are held  
nation-wide to celebrate and support reconciliation.

Learn more at reconciliation.org.au 
#NRW2018

The 2018 NRW poster includes a collection of images 
which combine to represent just a small sample of the 
rich and diverse histories, cultures and contributions 
that are woven throughout our nation’s reconciliation 
journey. Historical acceptance is one of the five integral 
and interrelated dimensions of reconciliation in Australia. 

As well as appreciating the tens of thousands of years 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander histories prior 
to British colonisation, true historical acceptance 
requires all Australians to understand and accept the 
colonial wrongs of the past and acknowledge both 
the immediate and intergenerational impacts of these 
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Develop a Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP): A Reconciliation Action Plan (RAP) is a formal statement 
of commitment to reconciliation. Narragunnawali RAPs provide schools and early learning services with a 
framework to introduce meaningful reconciliation initiatives in the classroom, around the school and with the 
community. NRW is a great time to start the conversation about developing a RAP for your school or early 
learning service, or if you already have a RAP, extend the invitation to your community to get involved. 

Celebrate National Reconciliation Week

Establish an NRW steering committee: Establish an NRW steering committee made up of staff, students, 
parents and community members to support the planning and delivery of NRW events. 

Promote NRW on social media: share your NRW experiences and events, and join the national 
conversation about reconciliation between 27 May and 3 June using the hashtag #NRW2018.

Participate in local community events: During NRW, public events are being held across the country.  
View Reconciliation Australia’s NRW calendar of events to see what is happening in your local area. 

Host a morning tea or BBQ: Organise a morning tea or BBQ for staff, students and the school or early 
learning service’s wider community. This is also an opportunity to discuss your school or early learning 
service’s reconciliation actions and achievements with colleagues and community. Make sure to register 
your events on Reconciliation Australia’s NRW website. 

For more ideas for action visit reconciliation.org.au/narragunnawali
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Reconciliation in the Media
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander  
Owned and Operated Media

For over 60,000 years, Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander stories and knowledges have been 
communicated across generations through various 
forms of media and complex knowledge transfer 
systems (such as, but not limited to, dance, visual 
art, song and storytelling). Despite the marginalisation 
of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander voices in 
mainstream media since colonisation, Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander owned and operated media has 
continued to be a powerful space for stories to be told 
from Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander perspectives. 

As just one example, 
@IndigenousX was 
established on Twitter 
in 2012 in response 
to a “national dialogue 
[that] was characterised 
by a consistent 
lack of awareness, 
understanding and 
respect for Indigenous 
people.” Actively 
challenging stereotypes, 

@IndigenousX is “a platform for Indigenous people to 
share their knowledge, opinions and experiences with a 
wide audience of interested tweeps.” As part of their 6th 
Birthday celebrations, @IndigenousX’s Daily Editor, Jack 
Latimore, published the article ‘Five Figures in the History 
of First Nations Media You Should Know About’ on 
BlogX, acknowledging and thanking some of the figures, 
organisations and publications “that went before us and 
to whom we continue to owe a great debt of gratitude.” 

• Why is it important to engage with a variety of 
media sources, voices and perspectives, including 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander perspectives?

• Tune into NITV (channel 24) or read media 
publications such as the Koori Mail or National 
Indigenous Times – what kinds of stories are told 
and how are they similar or different to stories told in 
the mainstream media?

• Research some of the key figures in Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander media. What is the history of 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander media in your 
local community? 

• How might your school or early learning service 
meaningfully engage with Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander media?

“Indigenous media is critical to  
demystifying Indigenous culture and 
strengthening our identity” 
– Former Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander  
Social Justice Commissioner Mick Gooda (2012)

Historically, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander voices 
have been largely absent in the mainstream media. 
This has all too often resulted in inaccurate portrayals 
and negative stereotypes of Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples, histories and cultures. In more recent 
years, guidelines and protocols have been developed 
by various media organisations such as the ABC and 
SBS in an important attempt to prevent media racism 
and to inform and support journalists reporting on 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander current affairs and 
issues. Nonetheless, according to the former Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander Social Justice Commissioner, 
Mick Gooda, “it’s often complex for mainstream media 
to portray Indigenous issues accurately and realistically, 
and sometimes, despite good intentions, this portrayal 
reinforces damaging stereotypes”. 

When reporting stories pertaining to the lives of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander peoples and communities, it is 
vital that Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander perspectives 
are included and voices are heard. This is particularly 
important as the media continues to provide the main 
source of information about Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander peoples for non-Indigenous Australians.

@IndigenousX celebrating its  
6th birthday. Artwork by Charlotte 
Allingham (@drawnbysoymilk)
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Including Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Voices in Mainstream Media –  
Sunrise television panel discussion

As well as using respectful and inclusive language in 
referring to, and reporting on, Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples, histories and current affairs,  
it is critical for mainstream media to actively include  
the voices of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples themselves. 

A recent panel discussion about Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander child protection on morning 
television program, Sunrise, was highly criticised for 
not including Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples or perspectives in the initial discussion, and for 
making “racist and biased commentary of the Stolen 
Generations”. In the days following the broadcast, 
protesters that gathered outside the Channel Seven 
studios which looks out onto Sydney’s Martin Place, 
were covered up with archival footage. In the fallout 
from the segment, and after programs like ABC’s Media 
Watch called for Sunrise to “come back to the issue 
and debate it properly”, Sunrise conducted another 
panel to discuss the “complex” and “emotional issue” of 
child protection in Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
communities, this time with Indigenous health experts 
Olga Havnen CEO of Danila Dilba Health Service 
in Darwin, Indigenous health researcher Dr James 
Ward, and CEO of the National Aboriginal Community 
Controlled Health Organisation, Patricia Turner. 

At the end of the discussion, Havnen reiterated the 
importance of ethical and responsible journalism 
stating “what we need is intelligent, informed 
discussion and looking for solutions rather than the 
confected outrage and anger”. 

Protests continued during Sunrise’s live coverage of 
the 2018 Commonwealth Games, branding them 
the ‘StolenWealth Games’. Dale Ruska, a Goenpul 
Goorie man from Stradbroke Island and nominated 
spokesperson for the protest group, said that the 
protests are a continuation of First Nations resistance 
to British colonisation of the continent.

• How has the media played a role in shaping your 
understanding and knowledge of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples?

• What are the risks of excluding Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander perspectives when discussing 
topics pertaining the lives of Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander peoples?

• Acknowledging that past issues can have long-
term, intergenerational impacts, how might an 
understanding of historical context help us to 
better understand current events and issues in the 
media that are relevant to Aboriginal and Torres 
Strait Islander people and reconciliation?

(left) A panel comprised of non-Indigenous commentators speaking on Sunrise about child protection. (right) A follow-up panel of 
Indigenous health experts convened in response to criticisms aimed at Channel Seven.
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Uncle Clem: Well I think we have to have those 
conversations with the parents and teachers. We have 
to tell the reconciliation truths. So I get up and address 
the whole school and community in our assemblies and 
share histories, cultures and truths about significant 
dates, events and Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples, past and present. When I get up, I’m to the 
point. I know that there are a lot of curriculums that don’t 
have the ‘truth’ in them, so there are opportunities for us 
to shed light on that truth. Parents have received these 
messages well. I mean, when we work with the kids, it 
has to be done sensitively, but it must be done, and they 
take it well. They listen. Parents learn from their own kids 
as they take that information home.

Zoe: That’s really great to hear that you’re teaching 
others about Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples, histories and cultures. Speaking of teaching, this 
year’s theme for NRW is Don’t Keep History a Mystery. 
What do you think you might do for this year’s NRW? 
Can you share what you have done previously?

Uncle Clem: As part of last year’s National 
Reconciliation Week (NRW) celebrations – 
commemorating the 50th anniversary of the 1967 
Referendum – I worked with the local council who 
opened up both swimming pools for free for the whole 
community, and worked with local organisations who 
provided food and a cake for the celebration. Sharing 
and talking about the significance of the Referendum 
with all of the families. 

This year I’ll focus on local Elders, histories and 
languages being part of our NRW celebrations. Thinking 
of the NRW theme this year, there really is a need for 
historical acceptance to be a stronger part of local and 
national conversations and learning journeys. 

While some teachers and parents may, at times, be 
confronted by what they learn, it is so important that the 
truth is nevertheless told and understood. 

These understandings will then be filtered down to the 
students, so that negative assumptions and stereotypes 
about being an Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander 
person can be erased. We have to bring it back to the 
continued strength and resilience of Aboriginal and 
Torres Strait Islander peoples and cultures while sharing 
the historical truths about the relationship between 
colonial Australia and Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander communities in a sensitive way. That’s the key to 
promoting a stronger future of reconciliation for Australia. 

“So that is what and why I do what I do. To make it 
better for these young generations. They should have 
it easier than what we had it. It’s equity for them and 
equality for the future.”

Teacher Feature 
Uncle Clem Domic, QLD

Narragunnawali’s Zoe Betar caught up with Kalkadoon 
man from Mount Isa, Uncle Clem Domic, who currently 
works with Glenmore State School in Rockhampton, 
Queensland. As an Aboriginal man, who has worked 
in education for 21 years in communities across NSW, 
ACT and QLD, Uncle Clem’s passion, courage and 
strength is demonstrated in speaking up for people 
who don’t have a voice and sharing “the reconciliation 
message” everyday.

Zoe: Hey Uncle! Great to sit and have a yarn with you! 
Can you tell us a bit about yourself and the work you 
are currently doing with the kids in Rockhampton?

Uncle Clem: My main role is supporting the provision 
of equal and equitable access to Aboriginal education 
programs around Health and Physical Education, 
the Close the Gap Campaign, helping shape wider 
education/curriculum, and linking the school with local 
community initiatives and events. 

Zoe: Wow! You are a busy man! Can you tell us a bit 
about some of those programs and supports you’ve 
helped bring into the school and community?

Uncle Clem: Being aware of the importance of 
good health for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander 
peoples, and the power of technology for future 
job opportunities, I help coordinate the Deadly Ears 
program and, in 2016, was part of the pilot Indigenous 
Digital Excellence Flint Program. Together, these 
programs have meaningfully combined local Aboriginal 
cultures, histories and knowledges with the mainstream 
curriculum, and with new technologies and positive 
health outcomes for the students. 

Zoe: That’s really cool. It sounds like you do a lot for the 
kids you work with. What about parents and teachers? 
Being an Aboriginal Education Support Officer and 
community man, how do you extend your work outside 
of the classroom, so to speak?
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Reconciliation Resource Review – ABC’S RIGHT WRONGS 
Content on the platform is structured around five 
core chapters: 

Chapter 1: Controlled but not counted 

What was life like for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander Communities before the vote?

Chapter 2: Fighting for change 

Across Australia, Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander people were finding their voices standing 
up for their basic human rights.

Chapter 3: An extraordinary vote 

Passionate campaigning and activism led to the 
Australian government finally calling a referendum.

Chapter 4: The Legacy 

Fifty years on, what has changed and what has 
stayed the same?

Chapter 5: Where to now?

As this site is based on historical and archival footage, 
some content may be sensitive for viewers. You should 
look at the platform (and discuss with local Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander community) prior to using it in 
your classroom or early learning service setting.

For further resources regarding the relationship between 
historical acceptance and reconciliation, you may 
wish to consult the History resource guide on the 
Narragunnawali platform, and consider how Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander histories and cultures can be 
meaningfully embedded in cross-curricula resourcing 
and everyday programming.

As your school or early learning service 
launches into its National Reconciliation Week 
celebrations on May 27th this year, consider 
engaging with the ABC Right Wrongs platform. 
Right Wrongs will help you to reflect on the 
significance of the 1967 referendum at the time, 
and to this day. How does historical acceptance 
and ‘righting wrongs’ continue to drive 
reconciliation forward?

Historical acceptance is one of the five integral and 
interrelated dimensions of reconciliation in Australia. 
True historical acceptance requires all Australians to 
understand and accept the wrongs of the past and 
acknowledge both the immediate and intergenerational 
impacts of these wrongs. It is only through honestly and 
holistically acknowledging the past that Australia can 
properly make amends for past wrongs and ensure that 
they are never repeated into the future. 

This year’s 2018 National Reconciliation Week theme, 
Don’t Keep History a Mystery, calls on all Australians to 
celebrate the tens of thousands of years of Aboriginal 
and Torres Strait Islander histories prior to British arrival, 
as well as the important milestones that have since 
been made in our nation’s reconciliation journey such as 
those in the 2018 NRW poster. 

One such milestone is the 1967 referendum. Held 
on May 27, 1967, the referendum represented a 
momentous turning point in Australian history during 
which more than 90 per cent of voters chose ‘Yes’ to 
count Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples in the 
census and give the Government the power to make 
laws for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples.

Launched last year to commemorate the fiftieth 
anniversary of the 1967 referendum, the ABC Right 
Wrongs platform shares primary and archival resources 
to provide a holistic view of life before, during and after 
May 27, 1967. The platform was put together to provide 
appropriate public access to personal stories, opinions 
and historical recordings of what happened in the lead 
up to the 1967 referendum, all the while asking viewers 
to critically reflect on how far our nation has come on its 
reconciliation journey since 1967.

Visit: abc.net.au/rightwrongs
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perspectives and practices about caring for natural 
environments – moving it beyond tokenistic, to being as 
part of regular practice. It’s important that these young 
ones grow up in understanding what and who has 
come before them, what’s been there forever, and the 
importance of caring for the natural environment so it 
doesn’t disappear.”

In 2017, Discovery ELC’s Dominic and Illara Centres 
started working with the Reconciliation Council of 
Tasmania as part of their reconciliation journey. 2017 
represented the first year that the state of Tasmania had 
an established Reconciliation Council, and Discovery 
ELC celebrated the significance of its launch by 
sponsoring a five-metre long banner on which all launch 
attendees placed their hand print. In addition, all of the 
Discovery ELCs across Tasmania simultaneously made 
their own hand-printed banners with all of the children 
in their services. Each banner was displayed on the 
Reconciliation Council warehouse walls, and the families 
of all of the children involved were asked to join the early 
learning centres in seeing the banners pinned up. 

“The young ones were able to see that their handprints 
had an impact, and that they were a part of a shared 
journey towards reconciliation. There was a wonderful 
sense of community involvement with everyone coming 
together for reconciliation. They were involved in the 
whole day of the Reconciliation Council of Tasmania’s 
launch and, from there, continued conversations and 
commitments to reconciliation action flowed.”

In the Illara service, a “Friendship Tree” was created to 
represent a continuation of the handprints banner. “The 
Friendship Tree uses paper handprints that children paint 
themselves, to visually highlight the beauty and strength 
in everyone’s differences, in being together at the centre 
and building that respect amongst each other.” 

Discovery ELC Dominic and Illara have both prioritised 
the building of relationships with their local and wider 
communities, including relationships with Leprena 
Aboriginal Community, the local Aboriginal Council 
and various Elders who have been involved with their 
programs and upcoming events, and vice versa.

As Una concludes, “we want to work together with 
the communities. All communities. That’s what 
reconciliation is for me, and for us.”

Spotlight On 
Discovery Early Learning Centres,  
Dominic and Illara, Tasmania

Narragunnawali had the pleasure of chatting 
with Una Lalagavesi, Director of Discovery Early 
Learning Centres (ELC) in Dominic and Illara, 
Tasmania. We discussed their reconciliation 
journey and initiatives of the early learning 
centres and their communities.

Una has managed the Dominic and Illara ELCs for nine 
years and has enjoyed supporting these centres in 
working with local Elders and communities to build up 
knowledge and awareness of local Aboriginal peoples, 
histories, cultures and languages. 

Among the programs they have been incorporating 
is a Bush Camp initiative, where local Elders share 
knowledge and stories of traditional bush medicines 
and foods, as well as how to care for the land and the 
importance of doing so. 

“We are using the Dominic and Illara centres as 
‘learning cases’ of what reconciliation looks like for 
Discovery ELC. We will then share our learnings 
with all of the other Discovery ELCs in Tasmania and 
demonstrate what reconciliation can look and feel like 
for our communities,” Una explained. 

In discussing the importance of integrating reconciliation 
into everyday learning, Una described, “the biggest 
journey that we’ve had is with embedding Aboriginal 

Narragunnawali (pronounced narra-gunna-wally) is a word from the language of the 
Ngunnawal people, Traditional Owners of the land on which Reconciliation Australia’s 
Canberra office is located, meaning alive, wellbeing, coming together and peace.
reconciliation.org.au/narragunnawali
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